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Happy New Year!
Our church has come to the end of a challenging year -- a year in which we were forced to
adapt to unwelcome new realities, testing our ability to adjust to uncomfortable, unfamiliar
circumstances, and stretching our resolve to accomplish our mission of “making disciples for
Jesus Christ.”

So, how did we do? The record shows that, despite some initial confusion, doubt, and frustration, God has been glorified, spiritual needs have been met, the young have been nurtured, the
hungry have been fed, and the Good News has been proclaimed.
Even as we understand that the health crisis is not over, we enter 2021 with confidence that
our strength in times of trouble is sufficient. The pandemic reminded us that even in times of
uncertainty or darkness, God has called the church to be a light and to bring hope to the community. Our church is creative and adaptive. The way we were able to bring our service
online at a remarkable quality and short time period impressed me greatly!
Within a very few weeks, the church sound booth team had stepped forward with the resources required to produce video worship services and offer them online. By Easter, the
church’s faithful were worshiping with their families at home. By May with safety precautions permitted the resumption of Holy Communion in our services. By fall our feeding ministries were meeting at the church. The church fed hungry families for most of the year, and
also helped provide Thanksgiving boxes to families in distress.
But it wasn’t easy. I think I speak for all of the staff when I say it has been exhausting, challenging, and sometimes even frustrating to completely change the ways we function as a
church. Success would not have been possible without an enormous amount of faith. Faith in
God foremost, but also faith in each other and ourselves. When stumbling blocks made events
difficult, we all worked together and continued to ... bring God’s message. When health officials advised against holding meetings indoors, the youth of the church congregated outside at
the picnic shelter.
(continued on top of page 2)

From the Senior Pastor’s Desk (continued)
From the beginning of the pandemic the church leadership took very seriously safety guidelines recommended by our conference and the Center for Disease Control. Masking, social
distancing and hand sanitation are now a normal part of church life. A strong church life connection has been maintained because of the ability to broadcast Sunday services online to all
people, especially those who have compromised health. The church’s outreach online,
through video on YouTube and Facebook, which was hastily organized when in-person gatherings had to be cancelled, is widely expected to continue even after the pandemic is over.
Online services ... have already proven themselves in reaching a global audience that expand
the church’s mission. I sense that when the vaccine runs through the general public the inperson services will come roaring back. The video services can be backed up and viewed
again if you miss a point. For those reasons, the church will continue to provide the video versions and live streaming so that members of the congregation who are homebound, or are
traveling, may participate in worship.
In review, the church has learned lessons from the hardships of 2020 that will make us stronger and more effective in the years ahead:
• We are highly resilient and capable of finding creative solutions to problems.
• A nice building is a valuable resource, but it’s not the real church.
• Social engagement and corporate worship are irreplaceable.

• New media offer great potential for expanding our reach into the community and the world.
Online is here to stay.
As a body of believers, we have remained steadfast in our commitments and loyal to our Savior’s great commission. The pandemic has given us affirmation of our need to totally depend
on our Lord and Savior. We have God’s word that nothing can separate us from His love.
In ministry together,
Pastor Robert

Weekly Financial Matters
2020 Ministry Goal

$

424,894

Weekly Offering Needed for Goal

$

8,171

Weekly Offering Received 12/27/20

$

3,793

2020 Ministry Goal Received To Date

$

318,359

2020 % of Ministry Goal Received To Date

74.9%
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The Church Staff would like to express their gratitude for
the Christmas Gifts that we received.
It is our pleasure to serve with each of you at First UMC
Hillsville. Your prayers, support and gifts of kindness
mean so much to each of us.
Robert, Danielle, Judy
Ben & Devanie, Nathaniel & Chelsea
Cindy, Janie, Taylor

To FUMC Church Family:
“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you.”
Philippians 1:3
A big “thank you” to each one of you for remembering me with a
very generous monetary gift this Christmas. May God richly bless
you as much as you are a blessing to me.
Love and blessings.
Janie
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Birthdays
&Anniversaries

Thomas Fairhurst

Jan. 1

Logan Ward

Jan. 1

Darby Cox

Jan. 2

Lola Sutphin

Jan. 2

Emily Godwin

Jan. 5

Rick Clark

Jan. 7

Ray Estelle

Jan. 12

Sharon Alexander

Jan. 14

Donald White

Jan. 14

Linda Gallimore

Jan. 15

S.C. Cox

Jan. 18

Chad Carter

Jan. 23

John Coalson

Jan. 24

Jim Parker

Jan. 25

Trudy Dalton

Jan. 26

Happy Anniversary
Steve & Judy Martin

January 1

Don & Dana White

January 5
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Homebound, Shut-Ins and Nursing Home Residents

Rhea

Akers

PO Box 762
Hillsville, VA 24343

Ruth

Beverly

1316 Freemont Rd
Hillsville, VA 24343

Bobbie

Copeland

641 Chinuapin Trail (PO Box 603)
Hillsville, VA 24343

Jim

Clay

Galax Health & Rehab
836 Glendale Rd,
Galax, VA 24333

Vivian

Deal

Commonwealth Senior Living
Hillsville, VA 24343

Betty

Layton

Hillsville Health & Rehab
Hillsville, VA 24343

Ruth

Sisson

2422 University Park Blvd. Apt. 219
Richmond, VA 23233

Thelma

Spivey

Commonwealth Senior Living
Hillsville, VA 24343

Janet

Strauss

1571 Cavalier Dr.
Hillsville, VA 24343

Joyce

Webb

Waddell Nursing Rm 15-A
Galax, VA 24333

We express our heartfelt sympathy
And prayers for Comfort
For the Family of
Mrs. Betty Reynolds Padgett
Who died on January 8, 2021.
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Rez 2021
Saturday, January 23, 2021
6:30 PM—9:00 PM
Two Options to participate
1. Viewing Event at the Church in the Fellowship Hall.
(Food will be served, temperatures will be taken upon entry, social distancing
will be strictly enforced, and mask required at all times except when eating.)

Please fill out this google form if you plan to attend in person
https://forms.gle/PJK56CLEd6ar4453A

2. Viewing Event from home.
If you feel more comfortable watching at home, you will be able access
the live streaming event at https://resurrectionyouth.com/

Join our Youth Weekly as we gather: Sundays 11:30 AM -12 Noon picnic shelter
Tuesdays 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM In the Fellowship Hall
We will observe Social distancing, Wearing our Masks
We will continue having our FaceBook Live & YouTube Devotions on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
followed by Zoom Fellowship at 7 PM.
Youth Group is for those who are in Grades 6—12.
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PO Box 356
225 Fulcher Street
Hillsville, VA 24343
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