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What is your New Year’s Resolution? If you're like most people, your resolution is something like one of these 

(from USA.gov): Drink less Alcohol; Get a Better Education; Get a Better Job; Get Fit; Lose Weight; Manage Debt; 
Manage Stress; Quit Smoking Now; Reduce, Reuse and Recycle; Save Money; Take a Trip; and Volunteer to Help 
Others. Sound familiar? Sound TOO familiar? Have some of these shown up too many times over the past years, 
with no real progress or change in your life or situation? This seems to be a pretty universal condition. Change, 

even needed, positive change, is hard. 
 

You've heard the old joke: How many Methodist does it take to change a light bulb? 
CHANGE, we don't like change, do we? Which sadly has more truth than not: "The Seven Last Words of the 
Church: 'We've Never Done It that Way Before.'"  These two attitudes together can cause real problems for a 

person who doesn't like change in their personal life, or for a church that needs to grow and change. 
In this New Year, I propose we change an attitude. Let's be completely open to what God is going to do in our lives 
and our church! Yes, it's unpredictable, not always under our control, maybe different, but if we go into the year 

EXPECTING that God is going to do a New Thing among us, and are open to WHATEVER God calls us to do and be, 
it WILL BE AN EXCITING YEAR! 

We read in Isaiah 43:18, “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert.”  Isaiah 43:18-19 (NRSV) 
What new things do you believe God will do among us? What "way in the wilderness, river in the desert" do you 

believe God will lead us through? I get REALLY EXCITED thinking about it! The Christian life, led by the Spirit, is 
NEVER boring, NEVER predictable, NEVER "old," but ALWAYS exciting, ALWAYS life-giving, ALWAYS "new." 

Would we really want it any other way? I don't think so!!! 
Is your life playing out as you hoped? Do you feel fulfilled? These questions are meant to transcend money and 
material haves and have-nots. These things come and go, and if we tie our emotional and spiritual well-being to 

what we have or don't have, we surely will be in for a rough ride! 
For  people of faith, the real answers begin with our faith and faith-response to God's love and grace in Christ. Is 

your idea of faith connected with what God does for you materially? If so, sorry, but you've missed the point. 
What God HAS DONE FOR US THROUGH JESUS is the beginning of our journey. We are set free from the power of 
sin and the fear of death. We are forgiven and empowered to live lives of healing and forgiveness ourselves. We 

are blessed with God's love, presence and hope, and because of that, we are free to find fulfillment in how we live, 
making choices that bless others and bring them to know Christ as we know him. 

So - back to New Year's resolutions. Resolve to deal with the issues in your life, but more important than that, 
resolve to take steps to grow in your faith. Come to church every chance you get! No excuses! Bring friends and 

relatives to church! Get involved in a study! 

May God bless you in 2017! 

Robert 

First United Methodist Church 

Website: hillsvillefumc.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/FUMCHillsville 

Phone: 276-728-2434 

Street Address: 225 Fulcher Street, 

Hillsville VA 24343 
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Usher Team Volunteer List for 2017 
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Dear church family, We want to say 

thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts for all of the many kind words, 

cards, and gifts that you gave us this 

Christmas season. We appreciate the 

kind gestures of your love and support 

of us!  

-Robert and Pat 

Our family wants to thank all of you at Hillsville 

UMC for your love, caring, and prayers--the prayers 

most of all--during the very scary and uncertain time 

two weeks ago when our grandson, Owen, was 

born. Our family was just blown away when Janie 

told us that your church had changed your order of 

service and had an anointing service with Cindy’s 

grandson “Standing in” for our grandson. Thank 

you, thank you, thank you. May God bless you for 

doing this. God used all your love and prayers to 

turn things around right at that critical time. We 

almost lost Owen, but God truly answered the 

many, many prayers that were being lifted to 

Heaven. Words cannot express how grateful we are 

for all the love and support of so many friends and 

family. W went from not knowing if Owen would live 

to seeing God bring him to complete health with no 

obvious long-term damage to his little body in about 

6 days, and in 10 days was released from 

Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital to go home with a 

clean bill of health. Only God can do that and we 

can’t praise Him enough. May God bless you all. 

We love you.  

-Betty Bergen 

Dear Church Family, 

A sincere thank you to each one of you 

for the generous monetary gift.  God 

greatly blessed when HE called me to 

minister to you all through music.  I 

thank Him for that blessing. 

I want to wish each one a very blessed 

and Merry Christmas and peace, 

happiness and good health in the New 

Year. 

I love you all - His name is called 

Emmanuel! 

-Janie Napier  

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you so very much for the generous 

gift of cash that you gave me for 

Christmas. It was such an honor to be a 

part of such a wonderful, caring church 

family. You are always ready to pitch in 

and help whenever you are asked. It is so 

kind. May you have a happy and blessed 

New Year!  

-Cindy Jackson 

Dear members of the Adult Choir  

Once again, you have blessed me with your love 

and generosity.  Thank you so much for the 

monetary gift and the Applebee's gift card.  God 

has blessed my life in so many ways; but, one of 

those ways is serving Him thru music with each 

of you.   Thank you for what you mean to me. 

I wish you a blessed and happy New Year.  

-Janie Napier  



Hello Sunday School Family, 
 

I hope each of you enjoyed a wonderful Christmas with your family. We will 
continue to celebrate Christmas this Sunday January 1. We will meet in the 
sanctuary as usual and then Nate, Chelsea and myself will teach a one room 

Sunday School lesson with all of the children. Each of you are very welcome to 
celebrate with us or please feel free to take a well deserved break this coming 

Sunday. 
 

We will begin our new rotation on January 8. We will be back in the Old 
Testament. We will begin by studying creation.  I will send out more info about the 

creation rotation in a later email. 
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Rotation Sunday School 
By: Leona Brown 

We are in our sixth year of Rotation Sunday School  here 
at First Church. What is Rotation Sunday School?  It is a 
unique way that we teach the Bible to our children. We 
teach the same Bible story for a month but in different 
ways. Each week children rotate into a new and unique 
workshop where they learn the same Bible story in a new 
way. Workshops include art, games, drama, cooking, 
science, storytelling and writing. 
By slowing down the rate of story change, the Workshop 

Rotation Model deepens the student's experience and 
memory, while allowing the teachers to get creative. Bible 
literacy improves when the same story is taught through 

different workshops over 4 weeks.  Each workshop 
focuses on a different creative learning style or 

"intelligence," which broadens memory.  
Traditional classrooms are transformed into fun, inventive 

workshops.  
Beginning January 8, we will start studying through the entire Bible again. We will begin with 

the story of creation. Our workshops for this month are art, book making, cooking and 
games. 

In our art rotation, we will learn how Michelangelo painted scenes from the Old Testament on 
the Sistine chapel ceiling. We will look at some of his creation paintings and then we will 

paint our own creation pictures like Michelangelo did.  
We will lay on our backs and paint upside down on the "ceiling“ of our Sunday School tables. 
During book making, children will make their own books retelling the seven days of creation. 

In our cooking rotation, children will hear the story of creation and then they will make 
creation trail mix. Each food in the trail mix will remind us of one of the days of creation. 

In games, students will play a creation match game, go on a creation scavenger hunt to find 
items that represent each day of creation and play a Bible balloon pop game to help them 

learn this month's Bible verse: "I will praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made". -- 
Psalm 139:14. 

If your child or grandchild lives in the Hillsville area and they are not attending Sunday 
School, please invite them to become a part of this wonderful ministry. As I was encouraging 
the children this week to invite friends to join us one of our Fifth graders said, "I have tried to 

get my friends at school to come and they say church isn't any fun and I said to them our 
Sunday School is awesome. We have so fun much.  

You've got to come try it." 



The children did a great job at our Annual Christmas 
Program.  Special thanks to Ms. Kristi & Ms. Loretta for all their 

hard work to make our first half of our school year such a 
success.  Also special thanks to Pastor Robert for helping out with 

the sound system. 
 

We had such a great time celebrating Christmas with parties, gifts 
and learning about the Birth of Jesus, We hope everyone has a 

Blessed Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

Thanks to all our parents for all they have done throughout this 
year!  It is greatly appreciated.  We look forward to starting the 

second part of our school year. 
 

Yours in Preschool, 
 

Paulette Beasley, Director 
 
 

January Birthdays 
 
Adalyn Horton          6th 
Annie Marshall        12th 
Salaam Warshana   14th 
Ezra Nester             30th 
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Logan Ward 1 

Tom Fairhurst 1 

Darby Cox 2 

Lola Sutphin 2 

Emily Godwin 5 

Rick Clark 7 

Ray Estelle 12 

JoAnne Street 13 

Sharon Alexander 14 

Linda Gallimore 15 

S. C. Cox 18 

Lois Wade 19 

Chad Carter 23 

John Coalson 24 

Jim Parker 25 

Trudy Dalton 26 



PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR OUR HOMEBOUND, SHUT IN AND NURSING HOME CHURCH FAMILY  

Rhea Akers PO BOX 762   Hillsville VA 24343 

David & Rita Bolen PO BOX 6637   Ashland VA 23005-6637 

Delta Bolen PO BOX 382  Hillsville VA 24343 

Judy Bond 
Commonwealth 

Assisted Living 
100 Kyle Dr Hillsville VA 24343 

Jim Clay 
123 Jett St Apt 

B2 
  Hillsville VA 24343 

Elsie Cochran PO BOX 335   Hillsville VA 24343 

Grace Cox 
Commonwealth 

Assisted Living 
Room A5 Hillsville VA 24343 

Helen Notchie 
566 Breezy 

Ridge Rd 
` Woodlawn VA 24381 

Harold &  

Mildred 

Nutter 
4370 Carrollton 

Pike 
  Woodlawn VA 24381 

Mildred  Palmer 
295 Freemont 

Rd 
  Hillsville VA 24343 

Elliott  Ridge 
1527 Grandin 

Ave 
  Roanoke VA 24015 

Ruth Sisson 
Commonwealth 

Assisted Living 
Room D11 Hillsville VA 24343 

Rick  & Kim Slusher 
264 Edgewood 

Dr 
  Hillsville VA 24343 

Joanne  Street 
373 Somerset 

Dr 
  Austinville VA 24312 

Colleen  Thomasson 
1061 Nursery 

Road 
 Laurel Fork VA 24352 

Doris Todd 
648 Thunder 

Ridge Rd 
  Fancy Gap VA 24328 

Bob & 

Beverly 
Towles 

503 Greentree 

Lane 
 Galax VA 24333 

Aylene Lois Wade Trinity Mission 222 Fulcher St Hillsville VA 24343 

Pat Webb 
Waddell 

Nursing  

202 Painter St 

Room 16A 

Galax VA 24333 

Joyce Webb 
Waddell  

Nursing  
202 Painter St Galax VA 24333 
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