Update: The Commission on a Way Forward of The United Methodist Church
The Commission on a Way Forward is nearing the completion of its task of
making recommendations of possible ways forward for The United Methodist
Church regarding the inclusion of LGBTQ persons in this global denomination.
The 32-member Commission concluded its three-day meeting in Dallas, Texas,
on Saturday after reworking sketches of possible models of the future of the
denomination that will be part of the final report to the Council of Bishops in May
2018.
“We seek a way forward for The United Methodist Church that strengthens and
expands Christ’s mission in ways that value and enable the Church to reach more
people in different contexts around the world and to minister with faithfulness,
humility, creativity, and generosity,” said Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball.
In reviewing the feedback from the Council of Bishops, the Commission
worked on incorporating the UMC theological foundation in proposed models for
the future of the UMC.“We understand that a way forward must go deeper than
structural change and legislative revision. A way forward for the church draws
upon the deep consensus of all that we believe and teach,
especially about the grace of God which leads to mission and
holiness, “said Bishop Carter as he reflected on the theological
work. The Commission members also discussed the
importance of maintaining the missional focus of the UMC in
any future structural changes…
(Cont.)

“As the commission continues its efforts to dream anew, it also continues to work
to paint a picture of the dream for people in ways they can catch glimpses of and
have hope for a wholly and holy way forward that enables the UMC to better
reach new people, and more people with the good news of Jesus Christ in all
parts and contexts of the world.” Bishop Steiner Ball noted.
“We are a global church and every decision we make should be seen in that
context,” noted Bishop David Yemba, Congo Annual Conference, as he shared a
report on Central Conferences. “As the United Methodist Church continues the
struggle on how to find a way forward on the burning issue of human sexuality,
we need to continue using our collective wisdom as Connection in order to create
space and flexibility that allow central conferences to stay and work together to
fulfill our missional mandate.” (January 22, 2018, UMC Commission on a Way
Forward)
Right now, there are three very different possible church futures on the
table. Retired Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, Germany, provided an overview of
those three frameworks with a bit more detail than offered previously. The
commission has named the three options.
The Traditionalist Model
This possibility would affirm current church restrictions related to LGBTQ
individuals and aim to add more accountability for enforcement of those
restrictions. The Book of Discipline, the church’s policy book, says the practice of
homosexuality “is incompatible with Christian teaching” and lists officiating at a
same-gender union or being a “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy member as
chargeable offenses under church law. “Accountability is
the big headline on this model,” Bishop Wenner said.
“And those who say this is not for us, as a group of
people, as a conference, as a local church or
whoever, would be asked to leave the connection.”

The Centrist Model
This possibility would remove the Book of Discipline's restrictive language
and allow more freedom for United Methodists to set policies around LGBTQ
inclusion, according to their own contexts. Conferences individually could choose
whether to ordain openly gay clergy, and local congregations could decide
whether to allow same-gender weddings, Bishop Wenner said. The model also
would specifically protect the rights of United Methodists whose conscience will
not allow them to perform same-gender weddings or ordain LGBTQ people.
“We think no one has to make any decision at all,” she said. “They can just
continue their journey as they are now.”
The Multi-branch Model
This possibility would create multiple branches of the denomination
“operating under one roof,” Bishop Wenner said. The branches would share one
General Conference, which would have responsibility for overseeing shared
services such as certain general agency functions. Under the denominational
roof, there could be a branch that wants to maintain the current Book of
Discipline’s language, a branch that favors a more local approach and a branch
that wants full inclusion of LGBTQ individuals in all parts of their fellowship.
Bishop Wenner added that central conferences — church regions in Africa,
Europe and the Philippines — could be their own branches under this plan.
However, the Rev. Michael Nausner, a United Methodist from Germany now
working in Sweden, sees hope in the 32-member Commission on a Way Forward
itself. Like the denomination they serve, the United Methodists on the commission
bring together varied nationalities and views. “I have only heard a powerful
witness of covenanting and hopefulness from the commission,” he said. “Maybe
they can be a model.” (February 12, 2018, Newsdesk@umcom.org.)
In ministry together,

Robert

A Word from Church Council
Church Council met on Sunday afternoon, February 25 for it’s first
meeting of the year. Council members heard reports from Pastor Robert,
Youth Director Ben Mullins, and Children's Directors Nate and Chelsea
Mullins. Mission Ministry reports were considered under the headings
Nurturing, Outreach, and Witnessing. Highlights of the meeting were as
follows:









Pastor Robert will begin sharing information coming from the Council
of Bishops in preparation for the February 2019 General Conference.
Youth and Children Directors are making plans for the year.
The Leisure Ministry has team plans for activities at the church and at
Camp Dickenson.
The Hispanic Ministry is planning fund raisers to assist members’
home church in Mexico.
Church Trustees will address the church safety and make
recommendations found appropriate for our church setting

During 2017, Church Council supported a recommendation from the Staff
Parish Relations Committee that steps be taken to employ an Associate
Pastor. SPR met with the District Superintendent to talk about
employment options that could be considered. It was the consensus of
Church Council and SPR that the position needed to be clearly defined
and shared with the congregation. In its meeting, the 2018 Church
Council reviewed the Associate Pastor proposal that is included in this
newsletter and affirmed its support for the position. It is important for the
future of our church and the health of our community that ministries be
developed to address the needs of Young Adults and Young Families.

First United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 356
Hillsville, Virginia 24343

Associate Pastor Proposal
February 25, 2018
In all these things,
“Called to be and make disciples for Jesus Christ “

FOCUS –
Young Adults and Young Families
Unchurched and Members not active in attendance
Volunteer Coordination
RESULTS EXPECTED –
Church Growth – “Filling the Gap” - attract Young Adults and Young Families
Full Participation of Membership – engaging members in active roles
Leadership Training – developing new leaders for the future
Coordination of Efforts – coordinating ministry groups for greater effectiveness
RESPONSIBILITIES –
Communication – coordinate information gathering and distribution
Programming – design ministry to meet needs of focus groups listed above
Interpreting Programs – informing congregation concerning programs being developed
Worship Planning – participate with staff in worship planning
Preaching – scheduled in coordination with Senior Pastor
Young Adult Leadership Team – develop goals in coordination with leadership team
QUALIFICATIONS –
College graduate
Technologically savy
Easy to work with personality
Confident
Communicator – communicates well with people and meets new people easily
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Addie Greene
Linda Jessee
Clay Iroler
Sharon Snow
Tommy Beasley
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2-Mar
6-Mar
8-Mar
9-Mar

Vivian McBride

13-Mar

Lucy King

13-Mar

David Cannaday
Bill Brown
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Saul Huerta-Barba
Taylor Ward
Ed Howard
Craig Worrell
Ruth Sisson
Stevi Harmon
Daryl Price
Nancy Russell
Beth Guynn
Drew McBride
Morgan Lyons
Pauline Arthur
Susan Cannaday
Mary Beth Montgomery
Allan McBride
Jenna Jackson
Ed Horton
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Rudolph & Nancy Russell

03-13

Gustavo Huerta-Barba & Yolanda
Zepeda-Flores

03-13

Carl & Debbie Ginder

03-15

Bill & Linda Gallimore

03-21

Tom & Janie Napier

03-24

Paul & Betty Jones

03-30

DISCOUNTS:
New River District Discount
$100
HILLSVILLE FUMC:
Full Week Sponsorship
$100
Sponsorship Code for FUMC $100
SC48242-PT95
Half Week or Day Camp Sponsorship

$75

Sponsorship Code for FUMC $75

SC48242-BAWS

There is a payment plan this year if you are interested in
spacing out your payment that is not covered by the
above amounts. If you need further assistance with
money see Judy Beasley or Tilda Mullins.

“To my church family, thank you for
your faithful love for me during this
lengthy recovery time I am
experiencing. You have covered me
with prayer for healing and comfort.
Along with these you have made visits
to Roanoke and Grayson County, sent
me beautiful encouraging cards and
called on the phone to lift my spirit.
What a precious family God has
blessed me with! Save my seat in the
choir, God willing, I’ll be back! God
bless you all. I love you all.”
Bobbie Copeland

Happy Senior Meal
Will be held on Tuesday, March 6, beginning
at Noon. The menu items consist of:


BBQ Meatballs

Tossed Salad



Cheesy Potatoes

Dinner Rolls



Mixed Vegetables

Variety of Cakes

On Thursday evening, March 29 at 7:00 PM in the FUMC sanctuary, we will observe
Maundy Thursday with a service of Tenebrae (Darkness) led by the Adult Choir. The Adult Choir
will perform the musical work "Song of the Shadows" by Joseph Martin. Song Of The Shadows,"
is an invitation to contemplate the love and sacrifice of Christ. Tracing in song the last days of the
Savior, this deeply moving work is truly an opportunity for worship. The impact of this evening
will last long after the final candle is extinguished.
The word "tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is an ancient Christian Holy Week
service that makes use of gradually diminishing light through the extinguishing of candles to symbolize the
events of that week from the triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial.

Community Holy Week Services:
Sunday, March 25-- 10:30 AM Palm Sunday in the Sanctuary
Sunday, March 25-- 7:00 PM at the VFW
Monday, March 26-- 7:00 at the VFW
Tuesday, March 27-- 7:00 at the VFW
Thursday, March 29-- Holy Thursday 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary

UMW News
Thank you, Church family for helping with our
annual Valentine “Goodie Boxes” project!
Boxes were sent to twelve college students and
two military, filled with goodies, love and
blessings.

Upcoming Events:
Prayer & Self Denial and Agape Meal-- The UMW is sponsoring its annual Prayer and
Self-Denial program followed by an Agape meal on Saturday, March 3. The program
is in the Upper
Room at 10:00am. The meal will follow in the fellowship hall. All women are invited!
Sign up on the senior bulletin board.
New River District Spring Mini-Retreat-- will be held at Dublin UMC, Dublin
Virginia, Saturday, March 17-- look for more details in upcoming bulletins.

UMW OF FUMC HILLSVILLE

The meal will be served between
6:00 PM – 6:30 PM;

Adult Choir will follow.
*Please do not forget to sign your children in and out every Wednesday night.*
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This month we have some exciting things planned for the
children. We are having Hat Day, the children can wear their
favorite hat to school. Dr. Seuss’ birthday is on March 2nd,
please watch for Thing 1 and Thing 2. We always have a fun
time reading Dr. Seuss books especially this day.
Our upcoming Registration will be April 1st for the 2018-2019
school year. If you know someone that could benefit from a
positive preschool experience please tell them about us.
Thanks to the parents for the donations of food, money and
toys to the preschool. It is greatly appreciated. We would also
like to thank Mr. & Mrs. Lathan Umphlett for their generous
donation. This has allowed us to purchase much needed
supplies for the preschool. They have always been so generous
each year donating to the preschool in honor of their daughter
Gayle Harvey. Numerous children have been able to receive the
preschool scholarship due to this sweet couple.
Yours in Preschool,
Paulette Beasley
March Birthdays
Hadli Strickland 3rd
Daisy Beasley 4th
Ms. Paulette 11th
Paislie Culler 20th
Evelyn Beasley 22nd

The Messenger
First United Methodist Church
225 Fulcher St. PO Box 356
Hillsville, VA 24343

Return Service Requested

TO:

“Called to Be and Make Disciples for Jesus Christ”
First United Methodist Church

Phone numbers:

Website: hillsvillefumc.com

Church:276-728-2434

Facebook: facebook.com/FUMCHillsville
Phone: 276-728-2434

Parsonage: 276-728-2654
Church Fax: 276-728-9291
Emails: Pastor Robert Smith:

Street Address & Mailing Address:

rsmith24343@gmail.com

225 Fulcher Street,

Office Assistant:

Hillsville VA 24343

fumcjenny@gmail.com

Second Mailing Address:

Website: www.hillsvillefumc.com

PO Box 356, Hillsville, VA 24343

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FUMCHillsville/

